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L.l&. Summer Homework

We have a summer vacation here, but it’s very
har

short. It's only 40 days long. It isn’t really a
vacation. I have homework for every subject.

That’s not fair! In the U.S., we don’t have

ST

s homework during the vacation, so we can relax.
~OEGe > USwIAT3

{43 words)
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hl Work Experience

The second-year students had work experience
[T
for three days last week. 1 worked at a flower

shop. Japanese flower shops have so many different

flowers, but I don’t know their names even in

s English! 1 greeted customers and cleaned the

HBUEDLE =

shop. I also made a bouquet for my host family!
fi

(50 words)

LFEE ROBRICH T 3B CHI BN EEIPH SEH LT TEESIEBREL,
HS3E2ARA N7 7 I —0OLDIMEEDE L.
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“ Vending Machines September 30
The vending machines in Japan are great. I
EETEE
can buy hot drinks in cans and plastic bottles! In

Ly LAY

&
the US., we can only buy cold drinks. The

vending machines are on the streets in Japan, but

s in the U.S., they are always inside a building.
2]

(45 words)

(B woEmscHT 35 A CH B ERTPN SR LT THRESIZEE L,
7 X I EBRESIGEE S CIKBWRTHD I H.
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m Japanese Police Officers on Bicycles October 12

I see a lot of police officers on bicycles. They

wear their regular uniforms and ride regular bicycles.
BEO )
Can they really chase bad people with those heavy

P )
bicycles? In Boston, police officers ride bicycles

5 downtown, but they have mountain bikes and wear

T

shorts in summer. They can go fast, and they can
@y

catch bad people. | (55 words)

(GEA coEmIcs 252 CH 3B EEIhh SEN LT TRES|IZHREL,
K2R OBREEEICMEETOVET .
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JJ The Festival of the Ages
I went to the Festival of the Ages with my host

s%
family,. = We saw a parade of people in costumes from

many different periods. Some samurai warriors
(5339 ®t

walked, and some rode horses. We also saw women
EOTLE

s and girls in kimonos. I liked the kimonos and

hairstyles from the Heian Period. The women parted
STV

their hair in the middle. (58 words)
WA

FE oBEmMIcHT 35 ICHi DM EETRH SEH LT FEESIEREL,
SEEREROE DI ED LD BT Uz A,
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Field Trip

Tomorrow is our field trip to Lake Biwa. It’'s a
wE
big lake in the middle of Japan. We are going to
iR

visit an aquarium. We can walk through a glass
TKEERE HAS 2D
tunnel and see freshwater fish. Then we are going to
[N WK
have a picnic by the lake. My group is going to
EATORS

make fried noodles. (54 words)
fHixFL

EEA rosmics 252 1c6Hi 28 EEEh SN LT TEESIEHEL,
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m Hot Spring

 People in Japan really love baths! My host family
takes a bath at home every night. Yesterday we

went to a special bath. It was a hot spring. It was
BR
very hot and had a strange smell. I only stayed in
[cds

s the bath for a few minutes. After the bath, my skin
n

was very smooth. (55 words)
TNFALKE

(BE) roBEmicHT 382 C B 3B EETPHS A LT FEES TR T,
AR, Uo5E2AREALIEIETEET LD,

Fd b LS50




% ¥BH A B
¥ 33  Thanksgiving
Today is Thanksgiving in the U.S. 1 really miss

=R

my family in the U.S. today. On Thanksgiving, my

cousins come to my house, and we play games and
hW&C

talk. We always have a big dinner at noon. We have

s turkey ‘with cranberry sauce, and my mother makes
tER FEPIIEES]

pumpkin pie. It's delicious. TI'm going to call my

family tonight. (58 words)

(51 RoEmIcHT 2B AICHE BB ERIPH S XL TTHESIE BV,
YI75 2 ARSHEENICEFET S TETT M,
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ﬂ Music TV Show

Shiori and I watch a music show every week. It

has the top songs of the week. Shiori is crazy about

~[CBPTED
one girl group. It has 48 members! They are cute,

and [ love their dancing. TI'm learning one of their

s songs. | want to sing it at a karaoke box. I like this
show because we can hear new songs every week.

(63 words)

| R OBREICHT SIS DT ERIDH S ETHR LT TFEESIFEEL.
S50 ALY, COBBBEEIMEEEOTTR,
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m Christmas

I called my family, but no one was at home. 1

think they were at church for Christmas mass. 1 was
2T =
in the church choir last year. We sang Christmas
EEEE
carols during the mass. 1 love to sing! I miss

s Christmas in Boston! On Christmas Day, we get up
and open all the presents under the Christmas tree.

Christmas is not the same in Japan. (65 words)

(B rosEmicns 28R CH 3B ERIPN S5 H LT TEES | ERTO,
Y552 ADFERIZ) AYAOHIZHEZLETH,
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! 39 The New Year

The New Year in Japan is like Christmas in the U.S.
It's a big family event, and relatives often come to the
house at the New Year. My Tf(;&st mother made a lot
of special food and put it in lacquer boxes.

)
s Everything looked beautiful, but I didn'’t like kazunoko!

We also had mochi. 1 really like it with grated

KRBEBL

Japanese radish and soy sauce. (65 words)
&3k

Gkl wOEBERICHT 2EXCHLIBHEEI PN BTN L TTHRESIERTL,
Where did Sarah’s host mother put the special food?
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“ Hyakunin Isshu Competition

We had a Hyakunin isshu competition at school.
xE

Hyakunin isshu is a game with special cards.

Someone starts to read a poem on one of the reading
B
cards. The second half of the poem is on one of the
Y

s cards on the floor. The players must touch the correct
ELLY

card when they recognize the poem. The competition
bhd

was really fast and exciting! The players slapped the

[V P =By
cards! (67 words)

[EEY rommicay 352 CaaMa E2RITh 530 LT FRESIREEL,
When do the players touch the correct card?
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m Heating

Kyoto is very cold! It doesn’t snow very much
here, but the house is cold. In the U.S., we have
central heating, so all the rooms are warm. When

T RShE—F T
I get back to my host family’s house, the living room

sis warm, but the other rooms and the hallway are
[

freezing! My room is the coldest place in the house.
HaLSICEN

I turn on the heater and wait. [ can’t take my coat

off for 30 minutes! (76 words)

ERA »oBmicHs 3282106 3B BRhh S ETH L TTHRES | FRE L.
What is the coldest place in Sarah’s host family’s house?
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!A Manga

Shiori and Kensuke have a lot of manga. I think
manga are better than American comic books.
American comic books are usually about superheroes,

A—N—b—D—
but Japanese manga are usually about normal people.

s Shiori’s manga are all about romance. She has about
B

20 books. 1 only look at the pictures now, but I want

to read the books some day. I think I'm going to

buy manga and take them back to the U.S. (73 words)

ROEMICK T ZEZCHABrERLIH ST U TTHRES ISRV,
How many manga books does Shiori have?
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n Send-off Party

The graduation ceremony will be on March 15.
T

We had a send-off party for the thii‘d—year students

IFEEEDR

today. The first- and second-year students planned the

party. The teachers made a slideshow of the school

5 trip.  There were great pictures of the third-year
students in Okinawa! My class sang a song about
graduation. It was a little sad, so some of the third-
year students cried. I cried when I said goodbye to

the members of the track and field team. (79 words)

ROBBEICHT AEZICHI DB EEIENSTH LT TEES =R T,
When did Sarah cry?
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m Instant Noodles

I love instant noodles. Japan has so many Kkinds!
Now my favorite is miso ramen. 1 usually go shopping
with my host mother. She doesn’t think instant

noodles are good, so I can only eat them once a week.

s On my birthday, 1 got a great present from Shiori.

It's a small silicon doll. After I put hot water in the
PV TT7))
cup, 1 put the doll on the lid. The doll changes color

Jii¥ o
when my noodles are ready! (78 words)

B rommicas 282 0o a8 BEYRH SEH LT TRES IEREL,
How does Sarah use the small silicon doll?
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Toei Kyoto Studio Park September 6
I went to Toei Kyoto Studio Park with my host
RRAZE(S 9 F ) wiEt
father. They make samurai movies and TV dramas ' /

there. We saw many movie sets. Then we went to

the Ninja Dojo. My host father threw ninja stars

T il
s very well. He comes from an old ninja family.

(46 words)

| "OBRICHT AELICHEBWN ERTDH SETHLTTEEIZHILY,
KA 77— —ORLERMT LA,
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‘ « Ohigan '

September 23

My host family took me to the family grave.
=

We washed the grave. Then we put flowers on it

and prayed. In Japan, they cremate people and
Hiafz NETS

put the ashes in one family grave. In the U.S.,
=58
s we usually only put one body in one grave.
. HiE

{46 words)

ROBRICHT 3B AICHIBEDERIDN SETH LT FEES [ EREL,
FAVATHEL Bt AR ED &S 12 L T 7,
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-»_2i Field Day

Today we had a field day at school. Some events
FEAE 8

were the same as at my school in Boston. We had
~EFL
relay races, a tug-of-war, a threelegged race, and a
\ElE ZAZH
potato sack race. One event was new to me. We ran
BRURE
5 o a rope, took some bread in our mouths, and raced
AV

to the finish line. (56 words)
I _

ROBRICHT 2BAICH YN ERTEH SEIH LT FEES[XRE0,
BIE»AIESTEHLLERIZEALL—LT L,

edt kL5




City Mascots

I saw a lot of mascots at a festival. We have

mascots for sports teams in the U.S., but we don’t

have city mascots. I really liked one mascot from

Kumamoto. He is a bear with red cheeks, and he is
Fd

s a great dancer.  Shiori took a picture of us together.

I want pictures of all the mascots in Japan. (60 words)

EEl roEBERICHT3ERICH 2T EEDNSIN LT TEES|IEHE L,
V552 ARMOFEEBEILWEERE>TWE T,
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m , Halloween

They don’t have Halloween in Japan, but we had a
party in myl English class. @ We made Halloween
decorations with colored paper and glue. We also

(L8}
made costumes for the party. Shota and I used white

s sheets. He was a ghost, and I was a Roman from
= BIE mO—~ A

2,000 years ago. We had a lot of fun. (56 words)

| ROBMICHT 3EAICHIDBAEREIINSTH LT TRES IR HT L,
Y550 ARMOEEE LE L2
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! 30 Maiko-san

My host family and I went to Gion yesterday. It’s
a very beautiful part of Kyoto. You can see many
old, wooden shops and restaurants there. We saw

S0
a performance with geisha and wmaiko. Maiko are

s apprentice geisha. They are usually between 15 and

T

20. The maiko and geisha danced with folding fans.

BT

They were very graceful. (57 words)
81253

EE xoBBICHT 3EICH WA EENDH S IH L T FEES|EFHEL,
TS AEBEX AR AR ERZLE LA,
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Ar ashiyama November 22
Shota and I went to Arashiyama yesterday, and we o
crossed Togetsukyo. It was a sunny day, and the red,

ok EBRE
orange and yellow trees were beautiful. We walked up

to a monkey park. They have wild monkeys in the

4D
s park!  One of the monkeys came up to me. [ was
~~PoTER
scared, but Shota laughed. (53 words)

LY YA

ROEMICHT BEZ BRI ERLDN S I U T TERES EHRTL,
S5 ADVEREHN oI X, MABRES LT Li=h.
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m Long-distance Race December 4

We had a 10kilometer race at school yesterday.

I like to run, but it was really cold and windy, We

mDEL
wore track suits, but I still felt cold. The first five
NL—Z T
kilometers were difficult. Then I got my second wind.

WFERURLE

s I ran fast. I passed Shiori and all my friends. I
ELELRE

came in third among the girls, and I got a prize!
~OHT e TR (P

(62 words)

ROBRICHT BB A ICHIAEDERIDH SN LT TEES = HEL,
55 2 AT Lz,
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“_3£ Nabe December 15

My host family likes to eat nabe in winter. It's a
kind of 1%%3. There are many kinds of hot pot in

Japan. Sukiyaki is a special hot pot. It has beef and

mushrooms in it. My favorite is mizutaki. You put

s chicken and vegetables in boiling water. Then you dip
e T2&DIB

them in a vinegar sauce. It doesn’t have many calories,
[FAHBE

so it's great for a diet! (68 words)

ROBRICHTREZICHEIEDERPH ST LT FEES 2RI,
RIKE T IE EARFIEAD D T T H

Fed b L50




“ Bells on New Year’s Eve

Last night was New Year's Eve. We ate special
toshikoshi soba noodles. Then we went to a big temple.
5

Priests and visitors ring the temple bell 108 times
= -

around midnight every New Year's Eve. We stood
Bt
sin line, and everyone rang the bell once. It was
—Hllck->7T [CEINS

very cold outside, but it was a lot of fun. [ want

to do it again. (62 words)

G roBEmIcH T 282 ICHIc 3B EEXPHSTH LT TRES BT,
Why did people stand in line at the temple?
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m= My New Year’s Resolution

I made my New Year’s resolution. I'm going to
]

learn 10 new Chinese characters every day. Japanese
=2

is very difficult because there are three ways of

writing: hiragana, kateakana and Chinese characters.

s I can read and write hiragana and katakana, but I
don’t know many Chinese characters. I want to learn
1,000 characters. Then I can read all of Shiori’s

manga. (61 words)

EEN ROBEMICN T BERICHI BN EEL RN SEH LT FRES FHEL,

What is Sarah’s New Year’s resolution?
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!ﬁ Karaoke

I went to a karaoke box yesterday with Shiori and
some friends. It was very nice. We had our own
room. The soft drinks were free, too! We sang for

three hours. Shiori is a good singer. She sang songs

s by her favorite girl group. I sang one song with her.

I also sang a song by my favorite British group. One
EED

of our friends likes Korean pop songs, and she can

sing in Korean. That's amazing! (77 words)
) AW

 ROBRICHT 2BFRICHDWH ZRPHSTH LT TRESIEHEN,

Who can sing in Korean?

Fodr Ls0
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My host family and I went to Kitano Tenmangu to

see the plum blossoms. The white blossoms were
oI

nice, but the pink blossoms were my favorite. My

host father says that spring is here because the plum

s trees are in bloom. I don’t think so. It isn't spring
e T

yet because it’s still cold. My host mother made a
E3S

flower arrangement yesterday and used plum blossoms

%[HE

with pine and bamboo. She says the combination
[ ki

means happiness. , (75 words)

WD 3 DDPNSHEIDBEE LTHED LLEDERVRE L,
7 Plum Blossoms « Flower Arrangement = Pine Trees
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m Hina Festival

Today is a special day for girls. It's the Hina

festival. Shiori and her mother put out some traditional
HuE

dolls about one month ago. The emperor and empress

ARJEL TR
sit on the top tier, Three ladies are below them, and
53 ~d& I

s {ive musicians are below the ladies. They are all in
kimonos. I really enjoy looking at the dolls. We ate
a special kind of mixed sushi, chirashizushi, and clear

soup with clams. (71 words)
x4

ROBERICHT BEAICHIEBZ WA EEFNSIH L THRES |FREL,
What did Sarah eat today?

R b L50
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A Teenage Idols

Shiori told me about one of her favorite groups.
It's Hop! Step! JUMP. She wants to be in the fan
ciub. Then she can get good concert tickets. She
loves the leader. She knows his birthday, his favorite

s food, and his blood type. She knows everything about
ik 2]
him! She says that she wants to marry him! He is
[SEE ]

cute, but 'm in love with a boy band from England.

The singer with curly brown hair is my type! (78 words)
‘ HEED

GBE) xoBREICHT 38R [CHIEIBHEEGHSIHU T RRES|EHE L,
Who is Sarah’s type?
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t Memories of Japan

I don’t want to say goodbye to the Anekojis. My

I FEERD A4

host father and mother treated me like their daughter

Eeol:
and taught me many things. I'm going to miss Shiori
8]AT-

and Kensuke. We had a lot of fun together, and

5 Shiori is one of my best friends now. I hope the
Anekojis will come to see me in Boston., I'm going
to miss my classmates, too. They gave me an album
with photos and messages. I'll never forget them!

(78 words)

ROEMICHT 2B CHREIBAERLDDSEH L TTRES EREL,
What did Sarah’s classmates give her?
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